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The St. Kitts Miracle Play. — In No. XXXV., vol. ix., page 296, at the 
suggestion of Mr. C. C. Bombaugh, of Baltimore, Md., was pointed out the 
literary origin of the words given by Mr. A. M. Williams as employed in this 
play. It would be of interest to obtain information as to the manner in 
which such maskings are kept up in other British colonies. At the time of 
the New Year, performances of a character more or less saturnalian were 
not long ago common in most American cities ; the memory of living per- 
sons might furnish information. The custom of masking is said here and 
there to have been extended even to festivals distinctively American, such 
as Thanksgiving; but I am not aware of any printed report concerning 
such customs. 

W. W.N. 



LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Annual Meeting, 1897. — The Ninth Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Folk-Lore Society has been appointed to be held in Baltimore, Md.. 
December 28, 1897. 

Boston. — Friday, November 20. The regular meeting was held at the 
residence of Drs. Emily and Augusta Pope, 163 Newbury Street. In the 
absence of Prof. F. W. Putnam, Mr. Dana Estes, Vice-President, presided. 

Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, of Philadelphia, had been expected to lecture on 
" The Psychic Origin of Myths," but owing to a rearrangement of the dates 
of his lectures in Providence,, R. I., was unable to be present. After read- 
ing Dr. Brinton's note of explanation, Mr. Estes introduced Mr. W. W. 
Newell, who read a paper on "The Holy Grail." Mr. Newell gave an 
account of the earliest forms of the tales connected with the Grail, espe- 
cially the Perceval of Crestien of Troyes, and the Parzival of Wolfram of 
Eschenbach. Mr. Newell regarded the stories relating to this theme as 
literary, not traditional, and was of opinion that they all depended on the 
poem of Crestien. The Grail, therefore, had never belonged to folk-lore, 
properly so called, that is, to traditional literature. The form of the legend 
in which it is connected with Galahad was later, and this personage an 
invention of the end of the twelfth century. 

Friday, December 18. The regular meeting was held at the residence 
of Mrs. W. B. Kehew, 317 Beacon Street. Professor Putnam presided, and 
the paper of the evening was given by Mr. Frederick S. Arnold, of Cam- 
bridge, on "The Gypsies." Mr. Arnold has carefully studied the Gypsies 
living in the Eastern States ; learned their language, and frequently visited 
them, staying in camp with them, and observing their customs. In his 
paper he traced the origin of many of their curious beliefs and sayings. 
At the close of Mr. Arnold's paper, Miss Charlotte Hawes gave the result 
of some of her observations of the Gypsies of Hungary, and played some 
pieces of Gypsy music on the piano. Further musical illustrations of 
Gypsy music were given by two members of a woman's orchestra on the 
piano and violin. 
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Friday, January 22. The regular meeting was held at The Charles- 
gate, by invitation of Mrs. Le Brun, Miss Cornelia Horsford, and Miss 
Ellen Chase. Professor Putnam presided, and Mr. W. W. Willoughby gave 
his paper (illustrated with diagrams) on " An Analysis of the Decorations 
upon Pottery of the Mississippi Valley." Mr. Willoughby showed that 
many of the symbols, from which were evolved the artistic designs upon 
this pottery, have been in use among various tribes within the historic 
period. While the interpretation of the same sign among different tribes 
is not always the same, the different meanings applied to the same symbol 
usually indicate a common root. Many of these symbols are found in the 
eastern hemisphere. They may have been evolved independently from 
nature- worship, or their common existence may indicate more than this. 
Patient research alone can settle the question. 

Helen Leah Heed, Secretary. 

Cambridge. — During the season of 1896-97 it was determined to devote 
most of the time of the Cambridge Branch to a somewhat systematic study 
of mediaeval folk-lore. 

October 31. The meeting being held on Hallowe'en, a careful analysis 
of Hallowe'en customs was presented by Mr. R. B. Dixon. The paper was 
discussed at some length, after which the meeting resolved itself into an 
enjoyable Hallowe'en party. 

December 1. Prof. A. R. Marsh, of Harvard University, addressed the 
Branch on "Some Aspects of Mediaeval Folk-Lore." He discussed the 
development of modern poetry, particularly in the south of Europe ; folk- 
songs connected with certain days, as the first of May; certain popular 
superstitions ; and mediaeval animal and flower legends. 

January 12. Prof. H. K. Schilling addressed the Branch on "Folk- 
Lore in the Mediaeval German Poetry." He depicted the development of 
itinerant minstrelsy in the Middle Ages, describing animal and plant 
legends in German folk-song. 

February 2. Dr. A. C. Garrett read a paper on "A Folk-Tale as the 
Origin of Chaucer's House of Fame." By a comparison of certain folk- 
tales, he pointed out that one of the motives of this poem may be taken to 
have been influenced by these tales. 

The meetings of this Branch during the past year have been interesting 

and well attended. 

Frederick S. Arnold, Secretary. 

Cincinnati. — After the meeting held in April, 1896, for organizing the 
Cincinnati Branch, which has already been reported in this Journal, but one 
other meeting was held in the season, on May 12th. The President, Prof. 
Charles L. Edwards, read a paper on Bahama negro songs, in which he 
described the picturesque circumstances under which they originated. In 
composing these songs, the principle followed is, that the words should 
suit the rhythm of the tune, without much regard to the meaning. The 
songs were accompanied by a variety of string instruments, emphasized 
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by the clapping of hands and stamping of feet. These songs, sung by a 
quartette of the University Glee Club, furnished an illustration of this kind 
of music. 

October 13. Mr. Arthur W. Dunn, Secretary of the University Extension 
Department, the lecturer of the evening, read a paper on " Folk-Lore in 
the Service of Ethnology." His doctrine, shown in numerous examples, 
was that the human mind, under identical or similar circumstances, always 
tends to act in identical or similar ways, and he considered that the collec- 
tion of folk-lore had done much in the direction of establishing this law. 

December 7. Dr. Philipson, of the Hebrew Union College, spoke on the 
" Diffusion of Folk-Lore." He stated that, as the Jews from the earliest 
times have been a monotheistic people, there is no peculiarly Jewish folk- 
lore. They had, however, been the distributers of foreign folk-lore, espe- 
cially that of India. The collections of fables and tales were noticed, which 
had through Jewish agency been translated into Spanish and other Euro- 
pean languages. He read a song from the Passover evening service, the 
" Chad Gadya," or One Kid, similar in structure to the House that Jack 
Built, and probably interpolated into the ritual during the fifteenth cen- 
tury. Two ancient Jewish songs were sung by the students of the Hebrew 
Union College. A motion was put and carried that the Branch meet 
monthly instead of every two months. 

December 12. A paper of Prof. Van Cleve, on negro music, which had 
been announced for this meeting, was of necessity postponed. Prof. I. U. 
Lloyd read an original story illustrating numerous negro superstitions. 
Kissing the hand of a dead person, or entering a house with an axe on the 
shoulder, were mentioned as perilous. Persons marrying on the last day 
of the year destroy all prospect of a happy life. Mr. Dabney, a colored 
musician, discussed the origin of the banjo, and played a number of negro 
melodies. 

The meetings are held at the rooms of the Woman's Club, and are con- 
cluded in the tea-room in a social manner. A number of new members 
have been proposed at every meeting, so that the limit of membership is 
nearly reached, and it is felt that the Cincinnati Branch is in an excellent 
condition, with every prospect for future prosperity. 

Montreal. — October 12. The Branch met at the house of Mrs. Robert 
Reid, 57 Union Avenue, the President, Professor Penhallow, in the chair. 
Mr. John Reade read an interesting paper on "The Myth of Psyche." 
After indicating the characteristics of the age in which lived the author, 
Apuleius, and giving an outline of his literary career, he summarized the 
contents of the Metamorphoses, of which the story of Psyche is one of the 
episodes. The essayist mentioned some of the many interpretations of 
the story regarded as an allegory, and finally gave the views as to its 
meaning which have been expressed by modern students of mythology. 
Professor Penhallow gave an account of his personal experience in well- 
hunting with the aid of a sweet-apple bough. The well on which the 
diviner's skill was exercised was situated in Kittery, Maine, and, though 
closed for some years, had once been well known in that neighborhood. 
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Professor Penhallow wished to have it reopened, and had engaged a man 
to dig at a spot which his memory indicated as correct, when a diviner 
offered to locate it. Holding the bough with both hands, the angle fore- 
most, he walked slowly over the ground until he reached a certain spot, 
when all the force he was able to exert seemed insufficient to prevent the 
twig from dipping toward the ground. Indeed, in the apparent conflict, 
the stem in his right hand was broken. The water -was found, but it is sus- 
pected that the diviner's memory assisted as much as his art, of which the 
implements we're exhibited. The evening was concluded with conversa- 
tion and music. 

November 16. The second meeting of the season was held at the house 
of Professor Penhallow, 215 Milton Street, the President in the chair. Mr. 
Henry Mott read a paper on the McTavish building, long known as " The 
Haunted House." The traditions of that once famous relic of an older 
Montreal had been at a previous meeting the subject of conversation, 
and Mr. Mott had offered to collect all accessible data. Mr. Mott quoted 
from a paper read by Mr. P. S. Murphy before the Numismatic and Anti- 
quarian Society, in which the reputation of the place was explained as a 
natural phenomenon. 

December 14. The meeting was held at the house of Mrs. Stroud, 117 
Mackay Street. The usual business was transacted, after which Dr. Drum- 
mond read seven unpublished poems, as written in the broken English 
spoken by French Canadian habitants. These will be included in a book 
to appear during the spring of 1897. Dr. Johnston, who has been engaged 
in African exploration, treated of the negro folk-lore of Africa and Jamaica. 

January 18. The annual meeting was held at the house of Mrs. Mac- 
Donald, 1 160 Dorchester Street. The number of members was reported as 
forty-five resident and fifteen corresponding. Seven regular meetings were 
held during the year. An address by the President called forth expressions 
of interest, and it seemed probable that the Society had before it a year of 
better work and increased zeal. The election of officers resulted as fol- 
lows : President, Prof. D. P. Penhallow ; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. Robert 
Reid, Mr. Deacon ; Treasurer, Mr. Mulock ; Secretary, Miss Blanche Mac- 
donell, 32 Fort Street; Ladies' Committee, Mrs. Penhallow, Mrs. Stroud, 
Mrs. Nichol, Miss F. Macdonell, Miss A. Van Home. 

As has been mentioned in this Journal, a prize of $25 was offered by the 
Branch for the best essay on some subject of Canadian folk-lore. This 
prize was awarded to Mr. Charles Hill Tout, Buckland College, Vancouver, 
B. C. The paper was on the Cosmogony and History of the Squamish 
Indians of British Columbia, and was read at the annual meeting. The 
paper considered as second in order of merit was on " The Folk-Lore of 
the Eastern Townships," by Mrs. Noyes, Cawansville, P. Q. 

Carrie M. Derick, Secretary. 

Washington. — The only organized body for the study of folk-lore is 
the Folk-Lore Section of the Woman's Anthropological Society. In March 
was held a " Folk-Lore Evening," at which all resident members of the 
American Folk-Lore Society were invited to be present and read papers. 
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Papers were presented by Dr. H. Carrington Bolton, Mr. F. W. Hodge, 
Miss W. B. Johnston, Miss E. M. Fuller. The meeting was exceedingly 
successful, both in regard to the character of the papers presented and as 
to the social reunion which followed. In 1897 it is intended to hold a sim- 
lar joint meeting. 

Alice C. Fletcher. 

Harvard Folk-Lore Club. — The Harvard Folk-Lore Club is not a 
Branch of the American Folk-Lore Society, but an independent club organ- 
ized among the students of the University in 1894. 

During the past year the Harvard Folk-Lore Club has been able to make 
itself known, and its work recognized by the University as a whole, more 
than in former years. Three lectures, open to the members of the Uni- 
versity and the public, have been given under its auspices in the lecture- 
room of the Fogg Museum. The lecturers and subjects have been as 
follows : Prof. A. R. Marsh, " Beast Fables in the Middle Ages ; " Prof. F. 
W. Putnam, " The Ethnic Significance of Conventionalism and Symbolism 
in Ancient American Art ; " and Prof. A. F. Chamberlain, of Clark Uni- 
versity, " The Mythology and Folk-Lore of Invention." 

At the regular meetings of the Club, papers on the following subjects 
have been read : " Glooskap," " Some Australian Myths," " The Abenaki," 
" Survivals in Southern France," " Moon Myths," " Ojibwa Myths," " The 
Crees," " Ojibwa Tales," " Samoyed Tales " and " Copper as a Magic 
Metal." 

The Club has at present an active membership of thirteen, and several 
corresponding members (former active members who have left the Uni- 
versity) in Japan and Hawaii. 

The officers for the year are : President, H. H. Kidder ; Vice-President, 
M. L. Fernald ; Secretary and Treasurer, R. B. Dixon. 

Roland B. Dixon, Secretary. 

Harvard University, March 2, 1897. 

Philafrican Liberators' League. — Mr. Heli Chatelain, a Councillor 
of the American Folk-Lore Society, the author of the first volume of its 
Memoirs, and well known as long a resident in Angola and active in the 
cause of African education, has for some time been occupied with the plan 
of a society which should assist in the performance of the duty which 
America owes towards enslaved Africa. The nature and necessity of this 
obligation he set forth in a brief pamphlet of "Africa's Internal Slave- 
trade, and a Practical Plan for its Extinction," printed in 1896. In this 
document it is pointed out that, at a conference in Brussels, the Powers, in 
laying down the rules which should govern them in the suppression of the 
slave-trade and the abolition of slavery, had called for the assistance of 
special societies organized for the purpose of liberating, settling, and edu- 
cating the victims of the slave-trade. In response to this summons, the 
Catholic churches of Europe in one day raised $100,000, a sum speedily 
increased to $300,000. The Belgian Society obtained by one appeal 
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$34,000 in addition to its regular contributions. On the other hand, the 
people of America, far more closely bound to a movement for the succor of 
Africa, have collected nothing. From the burning words of Mr. Chatelain, 
who, without personal motive or prospect of advancement, has given health 
and life to the cause of human brotherhood in Africa, — strange contrast 
to the brutality too frequently belonging to African explorers, on whose 
achievements is lavished so much undeserved flattery, — we cannot refrain 
from citing a few sentences : — 

" During my twelve years of unpaid service in the African cause, I have 
had abundant opportunity to become acquainted with African slavery and 
slave - trade. I know the roots of the system ; its workings, its fruits. 
Gangs of slaves, ten, twenty, a hundred at a time, from all parts of the 
interior, scarred and starved, walking skeletons, picking up dirt to beguile 
the gnawings of hunger, have again and again passed before my eyes. 
And I could not help ! In agony of soul, I had to turn away, and try to 
forget. But the thought of it clung to me ; it preyed on my vitals ; it 
helped to bring me down to the borders of eternity. But even there the 
vision kept haunting me by day and by night. . . . Emerging into conva- 
lescence, I vowed that, rather than wither under the stare of that vision, I 
would die, if need be, in the attempt to create in America a League of Lib- 
erators, which would achieve for captive Ham what, short-lived and single- 
handed, I could not hope to accomplish." 

The result of this appeal, of which the project had already been officially 
indorsed by a resolution of the African Congress held in Atlanta in 1895, 
and which has more recently received the approval of numerous persons 
well known for sagacity as well as benevolence, has been the organization 
of the Philafrican Liberators' League, a humanitarian and unsectarian 
society, founded to work for the extinction of the slave-trade, the diffusion 
of authentic information respecting African conditions, and the practical 
solution of African social problems. All persons annually contributing 
one dollar or more to the League are members, while provision is made 
for larger contributions from Life Members and Patrons. Local Leagues 
are provided for, and provision is made for an International Council of a 
character honorary and advisory. The reputation and worth of the per- 
sons associated with Mr. Chatelain in this honorable enterprise is such as 
to insure the fullest confidence in the wisdom of the management. In 
offering this inadequate notice, it may be proper to express admiration of 
the unselfish devotion and energy of the originator of the League. It is 
such purposes and ambitions that modern life especially needs ; and it is 
especially gratifying to see the cause of learning united with that of phi- 
lanthrophy, and a recognition of the usefulness of ethnological information 
for purposes of civilization. The address of the League is at the United 
Charities' Building, Fourth Avenue and Twenty-second Street, New York, 
N. Y. 

W. W.N. 



